THE patient was a child, aged 2, on whose scalp and eyebrows no hair had at any time grown except a number of stumps, darkly pigmented, and'* in. long. Round each pilo-sebaceous orifice was well-marked keratosis, and to the touch the surfaces gave the sensation of a nutmeggrater surmounted by very small bristles. No redness or hypertemia was present, the disease gave rise to no apparent subjective sensations, and the child seemed to be otherwise in good health. Microscopically, no fungus was present in the hairs. A younger sister had a good crop of healthy hair. The name keratosis follicularis spinulosa was given to the disease by Unna, and appeared preferable to the name keratosis pilaris.
Case of Xantho-erythrodermia Perstans. By J. L. BUNCH, M.D.
THE patient was a man, aged 28, who had for some years suffered from pinkish-yellow, slightly scaly, slightly infiltrated patches on both legs and thighs. The patches first commenced on the right leg below the knee, later on the left leg, and had gradually spread until there were a number of similar patches on both legs and thighs. The patches varied in size from 1 in. by i in. to the size of the palm of a hand, were irregular in outline, but in most cases sharply defined. By daylight the yellowish tint was very appreciable and predominated over the pinkish tinge which showed by artificial light. There was very little itching, and no other subjective symptoms. The patient was apparently healthy, and there was no family history of any similar disease.
The patient had previously been under treatment elsewhere, and the right leg had had three exposures to X-rays without any appreciable benefit, and other local treatment did not seem to have caused any improvement in the lesions. This, of course, corresponded with the results obtained in similar cases, which were notoriously resistant to treatment.
Sections showed scarcely any infiltration of the derma, but infiltration of the epidermis, flattening of the papille, and almost complete absence of the stratum granulosum.
The first similar case was reported by Unna under the name of parakeratosis variegata, and here only the papillary layer and epidermis were affected. Brocq'.s .erythrodermie pityriasique ent plaques dissemine'es appears to be a name for the same disease, and Brocq's cases are presumably thesame as the one now recorded under the name which Radcliffe Crocker gave to the disease.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. CORBETT said the case was shown at the International Medical Congress by Dr. Stainer and himself. Various diagnoses were made, one of which was the para-psoriasis of Brocq, another was parakeratosis variegata, and another was early mycosis. One leg had since been X-rayed three times, but without benefit. An excised piece of skin showed only.chronic inflammation., Dr. PERNEr considered this was a, case of what he had named pro tem.
xantho-erythrodermia perstans. ,He would like to know if the histology corresponded with what he (Dr. Pernet1) had described.
The PRESIDENT concurred fully in Dr. Bunch's diagnosis, but, unfortunately, the name did not carry one far. Perhaps investigation of this case would give more information about the condition than exists at present.
